Slavery in Haddon Heights
By Rosemary Fitzgerald

On Arbor Day, April 24, 2009 a black oak tree was planted near the site of the Hinchman cemetery, off North Park Drive in Haddon Heights, to commemorate Black History Month, Lincoln’s 200th Birthday, Presidents’ Day, and the swearing in of President Obama, our first black president.
Most townspeople know about our Quaker settlement and Revolutionary War houses but a lesser known part of our past is that black men and women were enslaved within the confines of present day Haddon Heights for 100 years.  Indeed the names of some Newton Township slaveholders are familiar to most of us and enslaved men, women and children walked this same land and roads for a century.
According to a 1929 address by William Cooper, The Attitudes of the Society of Friends Towards Slavery, the first local protest against slavery was made on February 18, 1688 by German members of the Germantown Meeting, just about the time that Newton Township, Gloucester County, which would become Haddon Heights and Haddon Township, was being settled.
In the 1877 Sketches of the First Emigrant Settlers of Newton Township, John Clements reprints the deed for one the early slaves in Haddon Heights, a ten year old child.  “Know of men by these presents, that I, John Hugg of Gloucester County, New Jersey for and in consideration of the sum of 35 pounds to me paid by John Hinchman  . . . do bargain and sell unto said John Hinchman a certain negro boy named Sambo, aged 10 years next March or May, as is said.   . . . In witness whereof I have hereunto set my seal this the third day of July in the year of Our Lord, 1709.   A decade earlier Hinchman had purchased 1,000 acres of land north of King’s Run, stretching to present day Haddonfield, bringing along from Long Island a slave named Hector.  Clements states that Hinchman possessed an “extensive tract of land and a large number of slaves and lived in somewhat more style than most of those around him.”  
Clements said though, “The unnatural separation of husband and wife, and of parents and children, soon attracted the attention of the more considerate in the Society; and steps were taken to guard against this cruelty.  Slavery was discussed at the nearby Burlington Yearly Meeting and judged not to be so proper for this Meeting to give a Positive Judgment in the Case.”  However, the seeds had been planted and agitation started; but slaves were publicly sold in Camden as late at 1762.  
In an addenda to Cooper’s talk, Charles Boyer noted that up to the time of the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment New Jersey was, in a legal sense, a slave-holding State, no laws having been executed to abolish this servitude.  “In 1713, the General Assembly passed a law providing that any master or executor under the will of a slave owner manumitting a slave must post a surety bond in the sum of £200 to pay to the negro an annuity of £20, otherwise the manumission was to be invalid.  In 1752, a law was passed In 1769, an act was passed laying a duty on the pur​chaser of slaves imported into the colony and restated the law relating to the freeing of slaves and provided that the owner must give a bond to the county or town when the manumission took place, to cover any charges which the freed slave might place on the county or town.”  

“The following is taken from the Public Record office at Trenton, showing the number of slaves owned by residents of Newton Township, Gloucester County, for the years indicated . . . individuals in some cases attempted to avoid taxation by omitting to report the slaves owned.”

Census of Slaves in Newton Township, Old Gloucester County (abbr.): 
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	Isaac Burrough 
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	Marmaduke Cooper 
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	Jacob Stokes 
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Beginning soon after the adoption of the State Constitu​tion (1776) there was a growing tendency to obtain the abolition of slavery, first placing a large penalty for bringing into the State, slaves that had been imported from Africa since 1776, but it did not prevent those holding slaves in other states from bringing them into this State, during the time of residence therein. 
Cooper reports that “in the Women’s Meeting records of Haddonfield Meeting, under date of eighth month of 1777 . . .  28 slaves in the compass of Haddonfield Meeting freed” but “John Hinchman held a “mail and femail (sic) not disposed to free them.”   Cooper continues, “in 1780 the Quakers at Haddonfield Meeting disowned two members who refused to release their slaves and in 1788, Haddonfield Meeting made a minute "No negroes held in bondage amongst us."  Philadelphia Yearly Meet​ing was not so prompt. In 1790, this minute was made, "… One quarter mentions some minors held under complicated circumstances, and another that some blacks have fallen to minors, and one instance appears of a Member holding a slave, which cases are under care."  At last in 1795 the Philadelphia Yearly meeting, of which local Quakers were members, could boast that “not one slaveholder worshipped” in its congregation.
Mr. Cooper comments that, “It took 107 years of persistent and active agitation to create a sentiment amongst the members. The Meetings not only insisted that all slaves held by its members be freed, but they immediately took measures to educate and help the freed slaves.”  

The antislavery feeling among Quakers gradually spread to other groups.  During the Great Depression, the Work Projects Administration’s Writers' Project paid qualified but unemployed persons to do historical research and writing.  The Underground Railroad in New Jersey was part of a series by the WPA prepared for use in public schools and was reprinted by The Cumberland Patriot in the Fall 1987.  "New Jersey's first abolition society was organized at Trenton in 1786 and another was formed in Burlington in 1793.  A year later the Abolition Society of Salem was active in the defense of kidnapped Negroes, purchasing their freedom if necessary.  New Jersey had five representatives at the first convention of abolition societies in 1796; one of them was Joseph Bloomfield, who became president of the convention.  As Governor in 1804, Bloomfield signed the hard-fought act which provided that every child thereafter born of a slave was free, but must remain as a servant of the mother's master until 25 if a boy, 21 if a girl.”   Bloomfield owned the Col. Joseph Ellis house on Sycamore Street in the early 1800’s, having purchased it from Ellis’s widow.  Mrs. Ellis, a Quaker and strong abolitionist, freed her husband’s slave, Sam, upon his death in 1799.  In 1998, Mr. & Mrs. Gregory McAdams, then the owners of the Colonel Ellis House, hosted a benefit for Lawnside Historical Society’s restoration of Peter Mott House in honor of the slaves who had resided in their house.   
  
But slavery in New Jersey persisted up until the Civil War as state records show:  1790—11,428 slaves in New Jersey; 1800—12,422 slaves; 1830— 2,254 slaves; 1840— 674 slaves; 1850— 236 slaves in New Jersey.
Hinchman’s grandson, John III, sold some of the family’s property including the “manor house” now standing on North Park Drive to David Hurley in 1763.  During the Great Depression of the 1930’s, WPA workers uncovered the Hinchman family’s cemetery “on the south side of the watercourse” on the grounds of the present Camden County Park.  According to John Clement, it was known in the 1870’s as “’Hurley’s graveyard’ but was established by the first owner (Hinchman) as a place to inter his slaves.”  It is here that a black oak tree was planted to commemorate the historic events of the past month and as a memorial to those people who lived and died enslaved within the borders of our town.  

 
According to Boyer, “Under the early New Jersey statutes a slave could not hold title to real estate and even the titles of free negroes were often questioned. Many of the Quakers on freeing a slave would deed a small tract of land to a trustee in order that he might maintain himself and his family.” The settlements of Guineatown in Bellmawr, Saddlertown in Haddon Township and Free Haven, later Lawnside, are the results of this Quaker effort.  This is also evidenced by a copy of a rare and unrecorded deed, which was owned by Mr. Boyer, concerning the Hurleys and Coopers.  “On Dec. 1, 1787, James Hurley and Rachel, his wife, and John Hurley and Jemima, his wife, who had inherited David Hurley’s land, sold for ₤26, 2 shillings and 2 pence lawful New Jersey money to James Cooper six acres two quarters and twenty five square perch of some of their land adjoining Newton Creek for the use, services and benefit of Black William who was formerly the property of David Cooper and near Black Ismael’s land.”  (Deed follows article.)
Many of the members of the Quaker Meetings did not cease their efforts when their own Society was able to report that no slaves were held amongst them, but continued an active campaign against slavery until the Emancipa​tion Proclamation signed by Abraham Lincoln went into effect the first day of January, 1863. 
S.AAGE
THIS INDENTURE Made this thirty first Day of Decem​ber One thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven Between James Hurley and Rachel his wife and John Hurley and Jemima his Wife of the township of Newton County of Gloucester and State of New Jersey of the one part and James Cooper of Newton Creek in afforsaid Township and County of the other part. whereas David Hurley late of Newton Deceased was in his Life time and at his Death by good assurances in Law Duely had and Executed Legally Seized of and in Certain Lands lieing Joining to Newton Creek and the said David Hurley by his last Will and Testament Duely provided and Record bearing date the seventh day of January 1778 did Give and Devise the said Land unto James Hurley and John Hurley partys to these presents and to their heirs and assigns forever Now this indenture Witnesseth that they the Said James Hurley and John Hurley for and in Consideration of the Sum of twenty Six pounds twelve Shillings and two pence Lawfull money of this State to them in hand payd1 by the Said James Cooper at or before the Sealing and Delivery hereof the Receipt Whereof the Said James & John Hurley Do hereby acknowledge and them Selves to be there With Contented Satisfy and pay have granted bargained sold convey and Confirm and by these presents Do grant bargain sell Convey and Confirm unto the said James Cooper his heirs and assigns forever For the use Servises & benefit of Black William (Who was former the property of Daniel Cooper) his heirs and assigns forever a Certain tract or parcel of Land in part of the above mentioned Land Bounded as follows 
'BEGINNING at a forked Whiteoake tree Corner also James Hurleys other Land and Samuel Eastlacks Land (i) by Hurley North Eighty four degrees and a half East four Chains and forty Links to a Stake in John Hurleys Line (2) by the Same South Nine degrees East nine Chains & forty two Links to a Stake (3) by Black Ishmaels Land South Eighty nine degrees and forty minuits West ten Chains and thirty two Links to a Stake (4) by Eastlacks Land North twenty four degrees and forty five minuits East ten chains and two Links to the place of Beginning Containing Six acres two quarters and twenty five Square perch of Land TOGETHER with all and Singular the Ways Waters mines minerals Wood under Woods Rights mem​bers Rents Issues profits Commoditys Immunitys heriditaments and appurtinances thereunto belonging or in any Wise appertain​ing ALSO all the Estate Right title property Interest Claim and demand of them the Said James and John Hurley of in or to the S3' Six acres two quarters & twenty five perch of Land Ither in Law or Equity. TO HAVE AND TO HOLD all the s'1 Six acres two quarters and twenty five perch of Land and primisses With the hereditaments and Every of the appurtenances to him the Said James Cooper his heirs and Assigns forever To and for the only uses Servises benefits and profits of the Said black William his heirs and assigns forever TO AND FOR the s" James Cooper his heirs and Assigns forever for the Emolument Enjoyment possession and only use of the s'3 Black William his heirs assigns forever AND Lastly the s'1 James Hurley and John Hurley all the above Granted Six acres two quarters and twenty five perch of Land unto the s'1 James Cooper (for the use of the s3 black William) against them the Said James & John Hurley and against all and every other person or persons Claiming or to Claim any Law full Estate Right or title to the above Granted Land or any part thereof Shall and Will Warrant and forever Defend In Witness Whereas they the s11 James Hurley & Rachel his Wife & John Hurley & Jemima his Wife have hereunto Set their hands and Seals the day and year first above Written.

Received the Day and date of the above Deed the full Sum of Twenty six pounds twelve shillings and two pence Lawfull money of the above named James Cooper it being in full of the above purchase money received by us

James Hurley     Rachel Hurley       John Hurley     Jemima Hurley
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