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First I want to thank all residents, volunteers and employees who contributed to reducing the impact of hurricane Irene on our community and visitors from Wildwood. We lived up to our reputation as “The Friendly Community.” We lost power first to 15 homes on 10th Avenue and then 1,200 throughout the middle of town. Both outages were due to large trees falling on power lines and taking out transformers. PSE&G met our call to fix immediately so our residents didn’t have to feel the impact Monday morning.
I am focusing this Mayor’s Message on current capital projects in the Municipality. Our Borough Engineer’s Pennoni have done a stellar job over the last 3 years to bring to light all the improvements you see throughout the Borough. Plus there are many behind the scenes projects that keep the Borough ticking.
Municipal Roads: The 2011 Municipal Road Program which is funded by a $195,000 NJ DOT grant will address multiple needs. Seventh Avenue from Station to Green will be ground and repaved, and the following intersections will also be addressed: Wynnfield Ave & Maple Ave, Bellmawr Ave & Cedar Ave, Wynnfield Ave & W. High Street.
Public Access Lane: We are investing into the walkway between Anthony’s Restaurant and Avanti Salon to make it handicap accessible. We will be adding lighting, drainage and decorative pavers. This lane will be ADA compliant and allow more accessibility from the Station Avenue shopping area to the public parking lot behind the stores on the South side of Station Avenue. A decorative archway will be added on the Station Avenue end to give more visibility to the lane.
Pedestrian & Bicycle Walkway: This project will add sidewalks from High Street to the NJ American Water pump station on West Atlantic Avenue and from West Atlantic Avenue to 7th Avenue along Lippincott Lane. It will also repair damaged sidewalks from Station Avenue to Kings Run on East Atlantic. Decorative lighting similar to that on Station Avenue will also be added on both East and West Atlantic Avenues. Pedestrian Safety Enhancements will be added to East Atlantic and Garden, and again at Green Street.
Devon Avenue Remediation: We have submitted remedial action plans to the State in preparation for creating new recreational area behind the tennis courts. This has been another ongoing project but now submitting these plans finally puts our ducks in a row to move into remediation and land development once funding is available. The State cut funding for remediation in 2011 but is expected to replenish in 2012. This will add 4 acres of recreational open space.
Atlantic Avenue Fence: The damaged fence along East Atlantic is going to be replaced. Because of the danger it presents we can no longer wait for this area to be repaired by the County. We will be taking down and replacing the old fence, changing the parking layout and adding decorative planters. This will make the area nicer looking and safer.
Mayor Scott Alexander
